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THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM  

OF MY PURSE 

 

How many times can a girl 

clean out her purse… 

In my lifetime it’s probably 

been close to a million  

I’ve been carrying purses 

since I was about 4 

mocking my Mother 

wanting to be a Glamour Girl 

 

I think you can tell a lot about a person 

by what’s inside their purse 

or car 

The condition of it 

whether it’s clean  

messy or cluttered 

items, needed and unneeded 

sentimental  

or kept by guilt… 

 

My purse 

has black hair ties 

hair clips 

press-on nails 

sun glasses 

iPhone 

eyeliner, 

mascara,   

and natural beige 

Revlon foundation  

with sun block, 

stolen pens 

Dodger ticket stubs 

Mexican wrestling stubs 

stray sequins 

boa feathers 

mac lipstick  

color frost Sunsonic 

candy of some variation 
phone numbers on napkins 

from I don’t know who… 

Marlboro Lights in the box 

a wallet that acts like a slinky 

and keys  

to five different houses 

that aren’t mine 

and two businesses  



that aren’t mine either 

and to places  

I don’t know where  

they belong to anymore 

  

I like to change my wallet 

every time my life 

goes into a new phase 

funny 

this last phase 

that started July 4, 2008 

I didn’t change my wallet 

forgot 

the phase was so goddamn traumatic 

and it just kept coming on like a tsunami 

one heartbreak after the next 

car wrecks 

people turning 

throwing fits and chairs 

losing their lifesavings and minds 

cousins blowing brains out 

and in the course of one year 

I’ve moved three times 

and still don’t feel like I live anywhere 

this nomadic life is not as romantic 

as it’s cracked up to be 

after a while 

I just want all my stuff 

in one place 

  

The first move was to the beach 

at Christmas time 

I knew it was a bad idea 

I had my own place 

but we were gonna get married  

and the view of the ocean  

was right out my window 

then the landlord passed on in April 

so we moved to Atwater 

built our 2 story dream home 

and didn’t make it  

through a remodel 

one neck surgery 

too much debt 

and fear  

of being vulnerable 

  

A lot of my very important things 

are still in the trunk of my car 

or “his” house 

because I have nowhere to put them 

or they’re lost forever 

 

Staying with family 

It was supposed to be temporary 

but things happen 

global financial unrest 

Job’s shrink 

and expand 

and shrink again 

or disappear 

and Mom’s get sick 

and I can’t  

and won’t leave… 

It’s Hotel California 

or just some vortex 

that I’m right where  

I’m supposed to be 

 

I’ve watched  

too many things  

go sour this year 

too many people go south 

and turn on a dime 



and I ask myself 

Is it the economy? 

Is it you? 

Is it me? 

as I’m digging through my purse 

for the one millionth 

and I forget what I’m looking for… 

 

PUNK ROCK ROYALTY 

 

SOMEWHERE IN SACRAMENTO 
CALIFORNIA 

AT SOME WELL KNOWN CRASH PAD 

SOMETIME IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEEK 

AND SOMETIME IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
AFTERNOON 

DAY AND TIME  

CUSTOMARILY UNKNOWN  

TO RESIDENTS OF HOUSE 

THE DISHES HAVEN’T BEEN WASHED 

SINCE JULY (AND IT’S SEPTEMBER) 

HALF EMPTY TO GO BOXES  

WITH TWO WEEK OLD PIZZA 

AND TACO BELL REMAINS 

99 CENT BURGERS 

FROM AM/PM 

AND EMPTY BOTTLES 

OF PLAIN WRAP LIQUOR  

AND BEER CANS 

LAY STREWN ACROSS  

THE KITCHEN FLOOR 

LEAVING NOT EVEN A TRAIL 

 

IN THE LIVING ROOM 

THERE’S 4 GUYS 

WHO HAVEN’T SLEPT 

IN 3 DAYS 

TRYING TO PUMP LIFE 

OUT OF A KEG THAT’S  

BEEN FINISHED  

SINCE THE WEEKEND 

AND 2 PIT BULLS  

GNAWING ON OLD RIB BONES 

THERE’S FLIES EVERYWHERE 

AND IT’S HOT 

THE HICKOIDS 

TALES OF TERROR 

FANG 

AND JOHNNY THUNDERS 

IS BLARING  

OUT OF  

BEER SOAKED SPEAKERS 

THAT PERIODICALLY  

KEEP  

SHORTING  

OUT 

THE TV IS ON 



BUT THE SOUND IS OFF 

SHOWING “BLUE VELVET” 

FOR THE 5TH TIME THAT DAY 

(MUST BE ANOTHER “FRANK” FEST) 

AND IN THE MIDDLE OF ALL OF THIS 

YOU’RE LOCKED AWAY 

IN THE BATHROOM 

LIKE PUNK ROCK ROYALTY 

SITTIING ON YOUR THRONE 

JACKING-OFF  

TO MY PICTURE 

IN “FLIPSIDE” MAGAZINE 

FOR THE SECOND TIME THAT DAY 

THANK YOU, 

I FEEL HONORED. 

 

I AM THE BASTARD CHILD 
By Iris Berry 

 

I am not my Mothers daughter 

or for that matter 

my Fathers either 

I am the bastard child 

of Jack Kerouac 

Jack Daniels 

and Jack Sprat 

I am the lost 

Illegitimate love child  

of the ages 

and I suffer at the alter 

of humanity 

or something close to it 

I’ve given up 

on perfection 

and whether you think 

It’s right or not 

I’ve given up 

on all the whores 

and all my heroes 

living and dead 

and I apologize  

beyond the solar system 

for trying to hold them  

to the job 

of my demise 

and my rescue 

I am not my mother’s daughter 

I am her sister 

I am not even my father’s daughter 

I am his wife 

I am the bastard child 

of all those who have gone before me 

who loved too much 

too little 

or not at all 

and crippled by it. 
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