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POETRY: BEN SMITH 
HERE ARE SOME POEMS BY MELBOURNE BASED 24  

YEAR OLD, BENJAMIN SMITH, IN HIS OWN WORDS AN 

 AVERAGE, DAY DREAMING DRUNK YOUNG MAN  

PRETENDING TO BE BEAT AND BOHO 



 

 

(PHOTO: BEN SMITH) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jimmy Carl Black will forever be known 
�;�D�G�� �=�>�H�� �I�G�6�9�:�B�6�G�@�� �A�>�C�:���� �0�$�/�B�� �I�=�:�� �$�C�9�>�6�C�� �D�;�� �I�=�:��
�<�G�D�J�E���1�� �6�� �A�>�C�:�� �;�>�G�H�I�� �=�:�6�G�9�� �D�C�� �I�=�:�� �J�C�;�D�G�<�:�I�I�6�7�A�:��
album by Frank Zappa and the Mothers of 
Invention; �2�:�/�G�:�� �*nly in it for the Money. But 
Jimmy had a massive career in the world of 
music, going as far back as the early 60s when 
he drummed for a band called The Keys. Born 
James Inkanish Jr in 1938, El Paso Texas, his 
interest in music began very early on, at the 
age of 6 in fact when he began to play the 
piano. By his early teens he was a pro trumpet 
player in his high school band. When he joined 
the USAF he took up drums professionally, 
although his first release was with The Keys in 
1962. In 64 he moved to California and formed 
The Soul Giants. Frank Zappa, an eccentric 
musician who had recently come out of jail 
joined the band after their original guitarist 
went off to the army. �0�#�:���?�D�>�C�:�9���I�=�:���7�6�C�9���6�C�9��
�>�C���I�=�G�:�:���9�6�N�H���=�:���=�6�9���I�6�@�:�C���D�K�:�G���>�I���1�����A�6�8�@���H�6�>�9���� 

By the mid 60s, the band were growing 
more off beat and surreal, delighting and 
shocking crowds in places like The Trip and 
The Whisky a Go Go. They were now called 
The Mothers of Invention, a band with a keen 
interest in knocking down barriers and altering 
perceptions of popular music. Before too long 
MGM signed them, as the band were gathering 
a huge following on the club circuit. Producer 
Tom Wilson, who also recorded the first Velvet 
Undergriound album, was shocked when he 
first heard the band after expecting to be 
producing a blues group. For those not in the 
know, whoever you are, Frank Zappa and the 
Mothers of Invention were quite simply the 
most demented, outrageous band of the 60s, 
delighting in shock, the weirdest ever songs 
performed on the stage with the most hilarious 
stage antics. Their first album, Freak Out (67) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
set them on the road to success. After a few 
brilliant albums with the Mothers (including 
�2�:�/�G�:���*�C�A�N���>�C���>�I���;�D�G���I�=�:���(�D�C�:�N�����>�C��my book the 
best album of the 60s) Zappa fired the Mothers 
and went on to produce some of the most 

ground breaking and unique music of the 20th 
century on his own. Though Jimmy would never 
turn down the chance to work with Zappa, it 
�L�6�H���C�:�K�:�G���6���;�6�>�G���G�>�9�:�����0Frank was the BOSS and 
was not open to anything that was not from his 

JIMMY CARL BLACK: 

THE INDIAN OF THE GROUP 
 

REMEMBERING THE LEGENDARY DRUMMER OF THE ORIGINAL MOTHERS OF 

INVENTION WITH FRANK ZAPPA, WHO PASSED AWAY LAST YEAR, AGED 70. 


